Detailed joint investigation is then mandatory.
The joint anatomy is complicated, with a flexible articular disc attached anteriorly to the lateral pterygoid muscle and anterior condylar neck, posteriorly by fibroelastic tissue to the skull base and posterior condylar neck, and peripherally to the capsule. The Figures 1-3) .
In the near future, we hope to utilize fast scanning techniques, which, in combination with a patient operated, graded opening device*, and the necessary software, will produce quasi-cine images, thereby allowing disc dynamics to be studied with the same ease as when using video arthrography. Slightly medial to Figure 1 , mouth open. The disc remains superior to the condyle. Both heads of lateral pterygoid are visible inserting into disc and anterior condyle Figure 3 Abnormal joint, mouth closed. The upper head of lateral pterygoid can be seen inserting into the disc, which has been pulled forward to lie between condyle and articular eminence, thus restricting opening Figure 3 Abnormal joint, mouth closed. The upper head of lateral pterygoid can be seen inserting into the disc, which has been pulled forward to lie between condyle and articular eminence, thus restricting opening
